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Safety Meeting Outline:

Aerial Platforms

Supervisor: 
Dept: ______________________
Date: ___/___/___


Aerial Platform Safety Tips
While aerial platforms, such as scissor lifts, make certain jobs easier and safer by eliminating the use of ladders, there are still risks associated with their use.  Hazards include falls from elevation, tip-overs, falling objects, and electrocution.  Follow these tips to maintain safety during use of equipment:
1. Ensure that workers who operate aerial lifts are properly trained in the safe use of the equipment.
2. Maintain and operated elevating work platforms in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

3. Always conduct a pre-start inspection to verify equipment and its components are in safe operating condition.
4. Never override hydraulic, mechanical or electrical safety devices.

5. Never move the equipment with workers in an elevated platform unless this is permitted by the manufacturer.
6. Maintain a minimum clearance of at least 10 feet from overhead power lines.

7. Always treat power lines, wires and other conductors as energized, even if they are down or appear to be insulated.

8. Do not allow workers to position themselves between overhead hazards, such as, joists and beams and the rails of the basket. Movement of the lift could crush the worker.

9. Set the brakes and use wheel chocks when on an incline

10. Use outriggers if provided

11. Do not exceed the load limits of the equipment. Allow for the combined weight of the worker, tools and materials.

12. Do not allow workers to step on the midrail or toprail of the basket on a scissor lift.

13. Inspect work areas for hazards such as unstable surfaces or loose dirt; floor obstructions; overhead obstructions and weather conditions.

14. Be aware of surroundings and delineate the work area with cones and signs to warn others.
15. Do not exceed the vertical and horizontal reach limits.
16. Retrain workers if they are involved in an accident, type of lift is changed or if workers are observed operating equipment in an unsafe manner.
Discussion:  Review your company’s policy on the use of aerial platforms.  Ensure only trained and authorized employees operate equipment and training is documented.  Remember to conduct document inspections.
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